2026 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 
19 NOVEMBER 2026, WITNEY LAKES GOLF CLUB, 6:30 PM

AGENDA

ITEM 1. ACCEPTANCE OF PREVIOUS AGM MINUTES. Held on 12 November 2025. Available for review on the website at (https://www.centralsevens.co.uk/....)
ITEM 2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 
ITEM 3. SEASON 2026 LEAGUES.
a. Withdrawals.  Bicester 2.
b. We have had 2 applications to join the League for 2026.
1. Three Locks Golf Club, Great Brickhill, Milton Keynes MK17 9BH https:/www.threelocksgolfclub.co.uk/
2. Hennerton 2.
The Committee supports these applications and seeks endorsement of these applications from the membership.
c. League structure.  We recognise that at the time of publication of this Agenda that Division 5 has still not completed but the only outstanding issue left is to determine who promotes as champions and who is runner-up.  The Committee has therefore prepared possible League constructs showing a proposed restructure of the League to accommodate 32 teams.  This is shared with the Captains as an Annex to this calling notice. The Committee will seek to vote on this matter at the AGM but would appreciate early site of any objections.
ITEM 4. KNOCKOUT CUP COMPETITION. The Knockout Cup will run again in 2026.  
ITEM 5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.
ITEM 6. TREASURER’S REPORT. 
ITEM 7. PRESENTATION DAY.  The Committee is asking Captains to consider whether their Club would be willing to host the Presentation Day in April 2027.  The event would host around 40 players and thus the Club would be required to offer up around 10 tee-times for the event and should be prepared to provide a single course meal for all participants.  The Club is fully compensated for hosting the event.
ITEM 8. ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The League has not received any indication of volunteers seeking to sit on the Committee.  Accordingly, the Committee will be seeking endorsement of the re-election of the following: 
a. Mr Chris Spearing, Drayton Park GC (moving to Hadden Hill), as Chairman.
b.  Mr Keith Watt, Defence Academy GC as Secretary.
c. Mr Phil Harries, Defence Academy GC as Treasurer.
d. Mr Terry Killick, Badgemore Park GC as Independent Member. 
ITEM 9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
The Committee will be pleased to accept items for discussion at the AGM by no later than 12 November 26.    The Committee plans to discuss the following additional items: 
DISCUSSION POINT 1

We have had a marked rise in communication challenges this season.  The Committee would like to propose that every Team nominates a Vice Captain who will be available to support administrative arrangements if their Captain is unavailable.  Vice Captains’ details would be appended to the League website; these details are only accessible to nominated Committee members and other League Captains (and Vice Captains if supported).
DISCUSSION POINT 2

Player Independence, Buggies, and Prohibited Caddies

To maintain the core values of our League, all players must be entirely self-sufficient during competition. Competitors are solely responsible for managing their own equipment, carrying out course duties, and making all tactical decisions independently.

Ban on use of caddies: The use of caddies is strictly prohibited in all League and Knockout events. No player may utilize a caddie at any time during a match.
Permitted Equipment: Outside of motorized buggies, players are restricted to carrying their own bags or using manual (push/pull) or electric golf trolleys, where course regulations allow.
Spectator Restrictions: Spectators are welcome but must maintain a reasonable distance from play. Spectators are strictly forbidden from assisting players in any capacity—including carrying bags, driving buggies, raking bunkers, tending flagsticks, or offering strategic advice—to avoid acting as de facto caddies. These restrictions apply to non-playing squad members who are at the match in a supporting function.
Motorised Buggy Regulations: There is no restriction on the use of motorized buggies during League or Knockout matches. Individuals planning to use a buggy must make arrangements directly with the host club; the buggy is a personal expense and not a courtesy of the venue. Captains must provide the opposing captain with notice of a team member's intent to use a buggy. While notice should ideally occur well ahead of the fixture and not on the day, the Committee accepts that late circumstances arise. As a matter of sportsmanship, players using a buggy are expected to extend the courtesy of offering their opponent a seat.
Penalty for Breach: The penalty for utilizing a caddie or receiving prohibited spectator assistance is a loss of hole penalty for each hole where the breach occurred (up to a maximum of two holes per match). If the player refuses to immediately dismiss the caddie or stop the prohibited assistance after being notified of the breach, they will face immediate disqualification.
DISCUSSION POINT 3

Enhanced Definition of Player Eligibility Criteria. The Committee propose to strengthen the criteria published in the Rules to clarify the position on 9 counting cards. These caveats are added to ensure full alignment with WHS Rules 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3.  The new definition shall be:
A player must have submitted a minimum of 9 cards within a rolling 12-month period, of which 3 or more must be from a qualifying competition.
Definition of Deadline: The mandatory 9th card must be physically or digitally handed to the player's home club or competition committee before the player's official tee time for the scheduled league match.
Administrative Delay Provision: If a card was submitted on time but has not yet been processed or "posted" to the England Golf/WHS system by the club, the player remains eligible. However, the Team Captain must provide written verification from the host pro shop/club committee confirming the exact date and time the card was received.




Keith Watt – Secretary – 22 Oct 26

Annex A: Proposed League Structure for Season 2027
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PROPOSED LEAGUE STRUCTURE FOR SEASON 2027

 The proposed increase of playing teams to 32 necessitates a review of the way that the League is structured for Season 2027.  The Committee have evaluated several options and provide 2 that we would like to consult with Team Captains on.  A vote will be taken at the AGM but to ease discussion these options are explored below.

Option 1.  Move to Six Divisions 

We can transition into a new 6-division format consisting of two 6-team divisions and the top end and four 5-team divisions at the bottom (2x6, 4x5).  We have strictly applied our standard 2-up, 2-down promotion and relegation rules to last season's final standings before then rebalancing the sizes of the divisions; no team has been jumped over or bypassed by another in the merit order. The 6-division solution would look las shown below. Note that teams marked with an asterisk denote an earned performance promotion that have been directly affected by the division rebalancing requirements.

	D1 (6 teams)
	D2 (6 teams)
	D3
	D4
	D5
	D6

	West Berks 2
	Hinksey Heights (Relegated)
	Tadmarton Heath (Relegated)
	Wychwood (Promoted)*
	Hennerton (Promoted)*
	Feldon Valley Chargers

	Drayton Green
	Waterstock (Relegated)
	Cherwell Edge (Relegated)
	Bicester (Relegated)
	Defence Academy (Promoted)*
	Witney Lakes Fairways

	West Berks 1
	Shrivenham
	Chiltern Forest Badgers
	Heythrop Park (Relegated)
	Oxford City (Relegated)
	Kirtlington Blue

	Kirtlington Red
	Feldon Valley
	Badgemore
	Witney Lakes Greens
	Mapledurham (Relegated)
	Hennerton 2 (New)

	Chiltern Forest Kites (Promoted)
	Buckingham (Promoted)
	Hadden Hill 1 (Promoted)
	Hadden Hill 2
	Radley
	Three Locks (New)

	Silverstone (Promoted)
	Drayton Gold (Promoted)
	
	
	
	



Option 2. Remain in 5 Divisions

To accommodate 5 divisions we need to introduce multiple 7-team division.  Season 2026 saw D5 with 7-teams and there is precedent back as far as 2012 for multiple 7-team divisions.  The Central Sevens concept was borne of 7-teams per division with 7 players. Having looked at where the 7-team division should sit within the League structure (at the top or the bottom) the Committee propose to put 7-teams in both D1 and D2 (2x7, 3x6). 

This option places the responsibility for arranging more games than the norm with teams who are familiar with the way the League runs, rather than the ‘new boys’. Moreover, by choosing this option more teams benefit from the reshuffle in that there are 7 team in total who would have face relegation based on their 2026 results, but who retain their positions in the same division. Importantly though all promoted teams move up a Division.

	D1 (7 teams)
	D2 (7 teams)
	D3
	D4
	D5

	West Berks 2
	Waterstock (Relegated)
	Chiltern Forest Badgers
	Witney Lakes Greens
	Radley

	Drayton Green
	Shrivenham
	Badgemore
	Hadden Hill 2
	Feldon Valley Chargers

	West Berks 1
	Feldon Valley
	Bicester (Relegated)
	Defence Academy (Promoted)
	Witney Lakes Fairways

	Kirtlington Red
	Buckingham (Promoted)
	Heythrop Park (Relegated)
	Hennerton (Promoted)
	Kirtlington Blue

	Chiltern Forest Kites (Promoted)
	Drayton Gold (Promoted)
	Wychwood (Promoted)
	Oxford City (Relegated)
	Hennerton 2 (New)

	Silverstone (Promoted)
	Tadmarton Heath (Relegated)
	Hadden Hill 1 (Promoted)
	Mapledurham (Relegated)
	Three Locks (New)

	Hinksey Heights
(Relegated)
	Cherwell Edge (Relegated)
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